
Announcements     

Join us for Worship on Christmas Eve | Tues., Dec. 24
•	 12:00 p.m. Noon Service with Communion, Sanctuary/Live Stream
•	 5:00 p.m. Family Worship Service with the Sacrament of Infant Baptism, Sanc-

tuary
•	 10:00 p.m. Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight, Sanctuary

Office Holiday Closure
      The church offices will be closed on Wednesday, December 25 for the Christmas 
holiday. We will reopen on Thursday, December 26. We wish you a wonderful and 
blessed holiday season.

Sunday Morning Details: 
Dec. 29: Sunday school will not meet on December 29, though Children, Worship, 
& Wonder (for children in Pre-K through first grade) will meet on December 29 
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
Jan. 5: On Sunday, January 5, we invite you to a Pancake Breakfast during the 
Sunday school hour. 
Jan. 12: Regular Sunday school classes will resume for all ages on January 12, 2025.

Notices on Year-End Contributions: Important Notice: To ensure the 
deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2024 income 
tax return until you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions 
from the church. You may lose a deduction for some contributions if you file your 
tax return before receiving this written acknowledgment. 
Timing of Contributions: In order for your contributions to the church to be 
deductible in 2024, they must be brought to the church by Tuesday, December 
31 or postmarked by December 31, 2024. If the office is closed, please put your 
contributions in the administrator’s mailbox.

Pancake Breakfast | January 5, 2025 | 9:45 a.m. | Fellowship Hall: 
On Sunday, January 5, members and visitors of all ages are invited to attend a 
pancake breakfast during the Sunday school hour in Fellowship Hall. This breakfast 
is sponsored in partnership by the Christian Education Committee and the 
Congregational Life Committee. Let us take time to share a meal together, get to 
know recent members and confirmands from the 2024 year, and give thanks to 
those Sunday school teachers who work tirelessly all year long. Regularly scheduled 
Sunday school classes for all ages will resume on January 12.

Christmas Card Collection: As Rev. Dan Netting, pastor of the First Christian 
Church in Salem and Roanoke County Jail and the Western Virginia Regional Jail 
chaplain, said: “...these cards mean a lot to the men and women who are isolated  from 
their families. Not just having a card to send to someone, but also the images on the 
cards help them to remember better days and to imagine the hope that God is still 
with them now.” We will begin collecting cards for next year’s Jail Ministry donation 
beginning the week of December 9th. If you have leftover unused cards sitting 
around from this year’s Christmas mailing, look out for the Jail Ministry box in 
the coat closet. Thank you again for helping to make this gift possible. Service and 
Outreach Committee

Open Flower Dates: The following dates are available for anyone who would 
like to sponsor flowers in the sanctuary: Jan. 26; Feb. 9; April 6, 27; May 4, 18; June 
1. Please contact Denise Revercomb to see if the dates are still open (588-5111; 
revercomb@cox.net). 
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Finding direction by following Jesus.
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Members of the Session of Second Presbyterian Church

The Week Ahead 

Today, December 22
8:45 am: Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:45 am: Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
9:45 am: POP-UP, Fellowship Hall
9:45 am: Sunday School
11:00 am: Worship Service, Sanctuary/Live Stream

Monday, December 23
Preschool Closed: Christmas Holiday
6:30 pm: Al Anon & Alateen, Trent Classroom, Reading 
Room, Library

Tuesday, December 24
Preschool Closed: Christmas Holiday
12:00 pm: Worship Service with Communion, Sanctuary 
5:00 pm: Family Worship Service with baptism of Howard 
James Revercomb, Sanctuary 
9:15 pm: Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
10:00 pm: Candlelight Worship, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 25
Preschool and Church Closed: Christmas Holiday

Thursday, December 26
Preschool Closed: Christmas Holiday

Friday, December 27
Preschool Closed: Christmas Holiday

Saturday, December 28
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Lori Privott, Asst. Director
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For a list of church Committee 
Chairs, visit: www.spres.org/
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For upcoming events, a library 
of sermons (audio & text), and 

more, visit our website: 
www.spres.org

214 Mountain Avenue, SW
Roanoke, VA 24016

540-343-3659 • info@spres.org
•  www.spres.org  •

Volunteering Opportunities: If you're seeking 
ways to give back and support the community this 
holiday season, be sure to check the bulletin board 
outside Fellowship Hall for details. Numerous mission 
partners are in need of volunteers, and we believe 
that the gift of your time can truly transform lives. 
Opportunities are diverse, ranging from tutoring 
children and youth to assisting with food preparation 
and pantry stocking, as well as bell ringing for the Red 
Kettle program, gleaning apples, and more! Questions? 
Contact Service & Outreach Chair Alice Holman 
(aliceholman08@gmail.com).

Angels

http://www.spres.org


December 22, 2024
Worship at 8:45 a.m. and On Site & Online at 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent 1

Gathering Music      	     Variations on "Greensleeves"           Vivien Harvey Slater

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude (8:45 A.M.) 	    Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming         	           arr. S. Tucker 
Handbell Choir

Glo Howell, Dulcimer 2

 	  (11:00 A.M.) 	  On This Day  Earth Shall Ring      arr. David N. Johnson

*Call to Worship and Lighting the Candle of Love 3

	 On this bright morning full of love, we remember God’s gifts to us:
	 The gift of a child, the gift of comfort,
	 The gift of presence,  
	 and the gift of joy.
	 On this fourth Sunday in Advent, we light the candle of love  
	 and give thanks to God for the gift of the Christ Child.
	 Let us sing and worship God.

*Hymn No. 113 4          Angels We Have Heard on High

(11:00 A.M.) A Time for Children
Children, Worship, & Wonder participants (Pre-K–1st grade) 

excused after Children's Time.

Call to Confession
     Prayer of Confession 5

God of grace and truth, you give the gift of yourself, but we are 
often caught up in gifts exchanged. You offer us new life in the baby 
born in Bethlehem, but we cloak that birth in sentiment and ignore 
the cost of new life. You shine in the world, but we dwell on the 
darkness; You came to us in flesh and blood, but we often fail to see 
the flesh and blood needs of others around us. Forgive what we have 
been, shape who we are, and direct who we shall be.

We offer silence as means by which you will speak.

     Assurance of Pardon

*Response of Praise No. 581	      Gloria Patri

*Affirmation of Faith  		  Hebrews 11:1-3
Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 

Concerns

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord's Prayer     Glory to God, p. 35 (using debts, debtors)

(11:00 A.M.) Anthem      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 	     	   Plainsong, 
							                arr. Benjamin Harlan

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our king of Peace. Refrain

Prayer for Illumination 	

Scripture Reading   	              Luke 2:8-14                      New Testament p. 828
	 The Word of the Lord.
	 Thanks be to God!

Sermon	       Sing in Exultation: Angels                  Dr. George C. Anderson

(11:00 A.M.) Hymn No. 108 	 Of the Father’s Love Begotten (vv. 1, 2, 4)
(Please remain seated.)

Call to Discipleship 
     Offering 6**
	 Offertory (8:45 A.M.) Unto Us a Child Is Born 	           French Carol 

Handbell Choir
	  	 (11:00 A.M.) 	     Gesù Bambino	  		    Pietro Yon
	 Ritual of Friendship					             

(Please sign the Friendship Pad, pass it along to others 
in your pew, then return it to center.)

	 *Doxology (Hymn No. 606)
	 *Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn No. 119 7             Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude       	           	     Good King Wenceslas                      arr. Richard Ellsasser

Bulletin Notes

1 Cover image: The Sing in Exultation Advent sermon series image was generated by Adobe 
Firefly Image 3, Nov. 2024.
2 Music: The Appalachian Mountain Dulcimer is a true American instrument. It dates back 
to the early 1800s, originating in the Appalachian Mountains of southwest Virginia. Glo 
Howell was introduced to the instrument while living in North Carolina. Glo plays with the 
Roanoke Valley Dulcimer Club and is a member of the Star City Dulcimer Quartet.
3 The Call to Worship today is adapted from liturgies by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, 
‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission. Lighting the Purple Candle of Love:

(8:45) Jason, Whitney, Crosby, and Bauer Horn
(11:00) Rich, Alice, Ann Colston, and Wells Light

4 Angels We Have Heard On High is a French carol with versions dating back to the 
1700s.  “Gloria, in excelsis Deo” is Latin for “Glory to God in the Highest!” (Luke 2:17).  
(source: Then Sings My Soul, Book 2)
5 The Prayer of Confession today is adapted from liturgy provided by the Canadian Pres-
byterian Church.
6 The Outreach Offering for December will support Bradley Free Clinic. For the past 50 
years, Bradley Free Clinic has been a lifeline for the underserved members of the Roanoke 
Valley, offering no-cost medical, dental, behavioral health, and pharmacy services. By support-
ing Bradley Free Clinic, you help sustain vital services that transform lives and strengthen our 
community. Together, we can continue providing hope, healing, and health to those whom 
most need it. As of Thursday, Dec. 19, $2,433.63 has been collected.

Monthly Food Collection for PCC: The food items for the month of December are Christ-
mas season foods and baking mixes. A donation bin is in the coat closet (please check the 
expiration date before donating.
7 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing: Charles Wesley welcomed publication of his hymns, 
but did not want his lyrics changed, writing; “I desire they would not attempt to mend them, 
for they are really not able.” George Whitefield did not follow his friend’s advice when he 
changed, “Hark, how all the welkin rings” to “Hark! The herald angels sing.”  “Welkin” was an 
old English term for “the vault of heaven.” Given the beloved status of this hymn, we can be 
grateful in this instance that Charles’ wishes were not followed. (source: Then Sings My Soul, 
Book 1)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Plainsong, arr. Benjamin Harlan. © 2011 Benjamin Harlan Publica-
tions. Used by permission. CCLI #2642604. ONE LICENSE #A-742472. 

Scan 
to 

Give

This Sunday

Flowers: The red poinsettias in the sanctuary today will remain in place through 
Christmas Eve. A copy of the 2024 Poinsettia Memorials and Celebrations can be 
requested from an usher or found at the front desk.
Arranged by Denise Revercomb and Alison Conte.

Music: Thank you to the Handbell Choir for their participation during the early worship 
service. Ringers this morning include: Marilyn Arbogast, Helen Burnett, Alison Conte, 
Anne Culley, John Frank, Glo Howell, Ruth Robertson, and Martha Wheeler. Director, 
Beth Vaught Jenkins.

Ushers: (8:45) Darin Pearson (Head Usher) Moe Millar, Christal Pearson, Lila Pearson. 
(11:00) Chasity Fitzpatrick (Head Usher), Kaitlyn Dickson, B.T. Fitzpatrick, John 
Johnson.

Greeters: (8:45) Monty Salyer. (11:00) Pam and Rick Murray.

AV Technicians: Darin Pearson, Doug Settles.

Children, Worship, & Wonder: "The Magi Show the Way to Bethlehem." Greeter, 
Ann Foust Bailey. Storyteller, Rhesa Bailey. Program Coordinator, Rhesa Bailey.

*Please stand in body or spirit.				                    **



Christmas 2024Christmas 2024
Poinsettia Memorials and CelebrationsPoinsettia Memorials and Celebrations

In Loving Memory of . . .
•	 Barbara Inez Boyle Lemon, given by William J. Lemon 
•	 John W. and Sadie M.R. Boyle, given by William J. Lemon
•	 James G. and Elizabeth W. Lemon, given by William J. Lemon
•	 Our loved ones, given by Martha and Geoff Ottaway
•	 John Michael Flannagan, Jr. and John Michael Flannagan, Sr., given by Debbie Flannagan, Hunter 

Johnston, and family 
•	 Samuel Gordon Bickford, Jr., given by Berta Lowe
•	 Richard Burleigh, given by Gloria Burleigh
•	 Robert F. and Eva G. McCoy, Mary E. Gammon, given by Susan M. Carter 
•	 Gregory W. Carter, given by Susan and Meredith Carter
•	 Our parents and brothers, Mr. and Mrs. George A. McLean, Frank McLean, Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. 

Lineweaver, Jr., and Mrs. Robert N. Lineweaver III, given by Al and Anna McLean
•	 Our deceased loved ones, given by Tom and Carol Worley
•	 Mary Watkins, our mother, given by Mary Phillips and Phyllis Hart
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur T. Ellett (Katherine Tyler), given by Frank and Lucy Ellett
•	 Mr. and Mrs. William Scott Russell (Lucy Brown), given by Frank and Lucy Ellett
•	 Buck and Carolyn, Don and Peggy, Stewart, Nancy, Douglas, Hope, Karen, and Bud, given by Steve and 

Judy Bodley
•	 Jack and Jeanne Coulter, and Roy and Louise Martin, given by Philip and Linda Coulter
•	 My parents, James R. Stafford and Lee Fink Stafford, given by John Stafford
•	 William S. Trinkle, Jr. and William P. Vinyard, Jr., given by Annie Trinkle and Virginia Vinyard
•	 Stoke and Rosemary Caldwell, and William and Virginia Trinkle, given by Annie Trinkle and Virginia 

Vinyard
•	 Jack Airheart, given by Sara, Mary, Becky and Mike Airheart
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth White, given by Gwen and Bruce Hauser
•	 Dr. and Mrs. John Hauser, given by Gwen and Bruce Hauser
•	 Betty and Dick West, given by Becky and Jeff Mackey, and Sara West
•	 Paul C. Buford, Jr., given by Frances B. Buford 
•	 Nellie Bishop, Charlie Cole, and Peter Leggett, given by Nancy and Jim Bishop
•	 Jim Settles and Ron Howlett, given by Betsy Settles Howlett

•	 Alma Newman, given by Johnny and Pam Newman Morris
•	 My family, Percy, Ramona, and Mac Rhea, given by Randy Rhea
•	 Bill Mangus, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Billy White, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Our parents, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 LaVonne R. Smith, given by Fletcher Smith
•	 Harry F. Smith, Sr., Ruth O. Smith, and Charles O. Smith, given by Fletcher Smith 
•	 Dick Burleigh, given by his children and grandchildren
•	 Ronald J. Mack, given by Darin, Christal and Lila Pearson
•	 Frederick A. Wilson and Nancy R. Wilson, given by Marc and Cathy Swanson
•	 James R. Swanson and Jeanette G. Swanson, given by Marc and Cathy Swanson
•	 Ed Dunbar, Al Kreger, and Doris Kreger, given by Brandon, Margaret, and Whit Ashburn and Lee, 

Sarah, Wells, and Eliza Kreger
•	 Warren and Doris Moorman, given by Bill and Susan Durham
•	 Richard and Ramona Durham, given by Bill and Susan Durham
•	 Judy Durham, given by Bill and Susan Durham
•	 Aidan McCool, given by Bill and Susan Durham
•	 Marjorie Burry, given by Sally, Lawrence, and Ryan I’Anson
•	 Maxwell Burry, given by Sally, Lawrence, and Ryan I’Anson
•	 Ted Burry, given by Sally, Lawrence, and Ryan I’Anson
•	 Harold and Mary Schmidt, John and Dorothy Arbogast, Debbie Cortez, John Arbogast, and Dan 

Arbogast, given by Marilyn, Brian, Nicole, Maria, Scott, Erin, Elijah, and Olivia Arbogast
•	 Nonna, Papa, and Uncle Dan, given by Maria, Elijah, and Olivia Arbogast 
•	 Our parents, William C. and Nancy Smith; Betty Anderson, given by Brady and Martha Anderson
•	 Lee Lazarus, given by Jim and Susan Bailey
•	 Chip Lazarus, given by Jim and Susan Bailey
•	 Nancy Bailey, given by Jim and Susan Bailey
•	 Dick Bailey, given by Jim and Susan Bailey
•	 Patty Bailey, given by Jim and Susan Bailey
•	 Our parents, given by Terry and Cathy Lauver
•	 Floyd Firing, given by Terry and Cathy Lauver
•	 Bob and Jeanette Williams, given by Suzanne Fischer
•	 Charlie Loftin, given by Catherine Loftin Odum, Rob, Alice, and Cassie Odum
•	 Roberta and Charles “Bud” Fichtenger, given by Sue Stanley and Laura McKaskel
•	 Mary Betty and Connie Sellers, given by Sue Stanley and Laura McKaskel
•	 Our grandmothers, given by John and Mary Emily Thomas
•	 Robert S. Bersch, given by Martha Bersch
•	 Phyllis and Walter Dickey, given by Phyllis and Randy Norbo and family
•	 Harriette and Pegram Johnson, Jr., given by Pegram and Bonnie Johnson
•	 Gail and Marvin Greer, given by Pegram and Bonnie Johnson 
•	 George A. Barrows, given by the Barrows family 
•	 Paul and Virginia Dalton, given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller 
•	 George and Edith Miller, given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller
•	 Arnold and Betty Johnson, given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller



•	 Mary Stuart and Larry Stanley, given by Ellen Stanley Booth
•	 Dot Hart, given by Ellen Stanley Booth
•	 Ned McElwaine, given by Joyce Harris
•	 Anton and Loretta Haas, given by Allison, Laura, Stephen, and Patty Lemon
•	 Aunt Jean, given by Allison, Laura, Stephen, and Patty Lemon
•	 Barbara Lemon, given by Allison, Laura, Stephen, and Patty Lemon
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Lemon, given by Allison, Laura, Stephen, and Patty Lemon
•	 Mr. and Mrs. John W. Boyle, given by Allison, Laura, Stephen, and Patty Lemon
•	 Our parents, Joyce and Bill Kirk, given by Bill and Shireen Kirk
•	 Our parents, Cambrai and Desmond Hayes, given by Bill and Shireen Kirk
•	 Our beloved niece, Alexa Cannon, given by Bill and Shireen Kirk
•	 My parents, given by David Harrison
•	 Martha and John Wesley Hardt; Clara, Michael, and Jimmy Lesko, given by Betty and Ed Lesko
•	 Fred and Bobbie Richardson, given by Rick and Pam Murray 
•	 Richard and Evelyn Murray, given by Rick and Pam Murray
•	 John R. Francis, Jr., given by Rosemary Francis, Neil Francis, and Beckett Francis
•	 H.R. and Ada Peterman, given by Ann, Nancy, and Peter 
•	 Kari’s mother, Carol Rodning, given by Kari and Devon Munro
•	 Fred and Ferrel Phillips, given by Corey, Kimberley, Melissa, Houghton, and their families
•	 Peter Frentz, given by the Underwood family
•	 Barbara Wilson, given by the Underwood family
•	 Ted Powers, given by the Underwood family
•	 Elizabeth and Oakey Hansbarger, given by Alice Hansbarger Rivas
•	 Gordon and Lucille Pullon, given by Jim and Angie Pittendrigh 
•	 Cloyd and Christine Pittendrigh, given by Jim and Angie Pittendrigh
•	 John W. and Sadie R. Boyle, Barbara Boyle Lemon, John W. Boyle, Jr., given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 James G. and Elizabeth W. Lemon, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Dr. William R. Klein and Dorothy M. Klein, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Barbara Boyle Lemon, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig, Catherine Villada, and Caroline Welchman
•	 Elizabeth Ann Welchman, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig, Catherine Villada and Stephen Joseph, and 

Caroline and Evan Welchman
•	 Leonardo Ospina Villada, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig, Catherine Villada and Stephen Joseph, and 

Caroline and Evan Welchman
•	 Our mothers, Martha Powell Dillon and Ellen Hawks Lawrence, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 Cullen Dillard Lawrence, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 Our dear neighbor, Helen Fitzpatrick, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 Our parents, John P. and Shirley Johnson, given by John and Gwyn Johnson
•	 Our mother, Alice Albert Nelson, given by John and Gwyn Johnson

In Celebration and in Honor of . . .
•	 My children, given by Gloria Burleigh
•	 Our family, given by Chris and Ann Bickley

•	 Our children and grandchildren, Mac McLean, Rob, Lindsley, June, Elin, and Lucas McLean, given by Al 
and Anna McLean 

•	 Juanita Shumate, given by Andy Shumate
•	 Bill and Susan Lancaster, given by Pierce and Emily Lancaster
•	 Connor, Robert, Parker, Lawson, Heys, and Grove Fralin, given by Pierce and Emily Lancaster 
•	 Our children and grandchildren, given by Carl and Mary T. Bivens
•	 Carole Mayberry, given by Elizabeth Vacher and Bill Blaylock
•	 Dr. George Anderson, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Rev. Elizabeth Link, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Rev. Ben Brannan, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Our daughters, given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Gloria Burleigh, given by her children and grandchildren 
•	 Pam and Trip Kreger, and Dorothy Dunbar, given by Brandon, Margaret, and Whit Ashburn and Lee, 

Sarah, Wells, and Eliza Kreger
•	 Alice Light, Lori Privott, and the 2PC Preschool teachers and staff, given by the 2PC Preschool 

Committee: Megan Moore, Margaret Ashburn, Emily Roseman, James Moneymaker, Rebekah Gunn, 
and Laura Delgado 

•	 John Brady, Julia, and Wyatt and Meg Anderson, given by Brady and Martha Anderson 
•	 Alice Loftin, given by Catherine Loftin Odum, Rob, Alice, and Cassie Odum
•	 Ben Harris, given by Joyce Harris 
•	 Our amazing mother, Sara Airheart, given by Becky, Mike, and Mary Airheart
•	 Our wonderful children and grandchildren: Catherine and Charles, John Michael, Anne and Richard, 

Ann Ashley, Lauren, Chase, Hardt, Crawford, Jimmy, Henry and Ginny, given by Betty and Ed Lesko
•	 Our children, Dane and Gracie, given by Kari and Devon Munro
•	 Lori Privott, given by Alice Light 
•	 Second Presbyterian Chancel Choir, given by Jeffrey and Marianne Sandborg
•	 Our ministers and staff, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Our Chancel Choir, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Our grandchildren: Oliver, Eleanor, and Hannah, given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig 
•	 James Michael Dillon, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 Our wonderful goddaughter, Anne Tillison Avis, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence

214 Mountain Avenue, SW
Roanoke, VA 24016

We welcome your notes of correction to this listing.
(540-343-3659)

Finding direction by following Jesus.


